SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

parted to them.1 But this drive to introject the father's penis, that
is, the Oedipus object, and to keep it inside is much stronger in
the girl than in the boy. For the genital tendencies which coincide
with her oral desires have a receptive character too, so that under
normal circumstances the girl's Oedipus trends are to a far greater
extent under the dominance of oral impulses than are those of the
boy. It is a matter of decisive importance for the formation of the
super-ego and the development of sexual life whether the prevailing
phantasies are those of a cgoods penis or a 'bad' one. But in either
case, the girl3 being more subordinated to her introjected father,
is more at the mercy of his powers for good or evil than the boy is
normally in relation to his super-ego.2 And her anxiety and sense of
guilt in regard to her mother serve to complicate still further her
divided feelings about her father's penis.

In order to simplify our survey of the whole situation I will first
of all follow the development of the girl's attitude to her father's
penis and then try to discover how far her relationship to her
mother affects her relationship with her father. In favourable
circumstances the girl believes in the existence of a dangerous,
introjected penis, as well as of a beneficent and helpful one. As a
result of this ambivalent attitude, anxiety is generated which
drives the very young child as well as the adult to seek sexual
experiences. This impetus which strengthens, and is added to her
libidinal desires for a penis arises in the following way. Her fear of
the introjected 'bad' penis is an incentive to her continually intro-
jecting a 'good' one in coitus.3 Moreover, her sexual acts, whether
in the form of fellatio, coitus per anum or normal coitus, help her to
ascertain whether the fears which play such a dominant and
fundamental role in her mind in connection with copulation are
well grounded or not. The reason why copulation has become
fraught with so much peril in the imagination of children of both
sexes is that their sadistic wish-phantasies have transformed that
act, as done between their father and mother, into a very threatening
danger-situation.4

1 Gf. Chapter VIII and my paper 'Early Stages of the Oedipus Conflict*
(1928, Writings9 i).

2 The girl's super-ego is consequently more potent than the boy's; and we
shall later on discuss the effect this has upon her ego-development and object-
relations.

3 As we have already seen in an earlier part of this book, the child's fear of
the 'bad' things inside itself, such as its internalized 'bad' objects, dangerous
excrements and bodily substances, usually encourages it to try every kind of
process of introjection and ejection and is thus a fundamental factor in its
development.

4 The child's wish that its parents should copulate in a sadistic way is in my
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